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their 4th child, Héléne, baptised 21 Jun 1627. In between, there was bap- 
tised Marguerite, my ancestress, on 4 Jan 1624. When Champlain died, in 
1635S, he left legacies to Marguerite Martin ‘‘to help her to marry a man 
of Canada’’, and to Abraham Martin “to be spent for clearing land.”’ 


The Martins had 4 children when the English occupied New France in 
1629, While most of the French were evacuated — Champlain did not re- 
turn to New France until 1633, — the Martin family remained in Canada. 
along with the Couillard family, with 3 children, and another child born 
during the occupation. the widow of Louis Hébert, with their son and her 
second husband, and some interpreters. 


Abraham Martin received a grant of land from the Hundred Asso- 
ciates in 1635, evidently the land referred to by Champlain in his will. In 
1645 the ship's surgeon, Adrien Duchesne, gave him additional land. Alto- 
gether, his land, part of the Plains of Abraham. was on the site of the 
famous battle between Generals Montcalm and Wolfe, on 13 Sep 1759, 
making possible the conquest of New France by England. The Journal of 
the Jesuits reported that, in the month of June 1648, with two of his 
nephews, went seal fishing for the first time, and caught 42 seals, from 
which they got 6 barrels of oil. Abraham Martin was still engaged as a 
pilot in 1647. One of his sons became the second Canadian born priest. 
He died in 1664, about 75 years old. and was buried at Quebec 8 Sep 
1664. His wife then remarried, but she was also buried at Quebec 17 Dec 
1665. 


Couillard . 


It can be said that the first three colonists to settle in New France 
with their families are Louis Hébert, Guillaume Couillard, and Abraham 
Martin. They are all ancestors of mine. They all had families living in 
Canada prior to the English occupation of 1629, when the total popula- 
tion of European origin in all Canada was only about 100 individuals. 
mostly connected with the fur trade. 


Guillaume Couillard (1591-1663) married Guillemette Hébert, daugh- 
ter of Louis Hébert, in 1621. They had 10 children, all natives of Canada, 
and because of their marriages the name Couillard appears in the ancestry 
of almost all the old French Canadian families. I] descend from one of their 
children, however, their 4th child Elizabeth, born during the English occu- 
pation of Canada. and baptised on 9 Feb 1631 by an English minister, 
as all the French clergy had returned to France. Elizabeth later married, 
at Quebec, on 27 Nov 1645, Jean Guyon Du Buisson, son of the mason 
who accompanied Robert Giffard to New France in 1634 from Mortagne, 
in the County of Perche, France, with their respective families (see Table 
IVB). This couple are 12th generation ancestors of mine through my great- 
grandmother Célina Pelletier. 
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and he arrived in Canada at age 22, in 1614. In the Dictionay of Canadian 
Biography, the date is fixed in the year 1613, and it is stated that he was 
a seaman, carpenter and caulker. He was an employee of the fur trading 
company. A testimonial by Champlain, made in 1628, states that he always 
displayed courage in all the thing he did and won the friendship of all. 
When the Hébert family arrived in New France, in 1617, he became friend- 
ly with them, and on 26 Aug 1621, he married Guillemette Hebert, then 
only about 13 years old. She was to give birth to her first child in Jan 
1625 when she was about 16. Nine other children followed in the next 
23 years. Upon the death of Louis Hébert, in 1627. Couillard took over 
from him the forming of his lands, having inherited, through his wife. 
half of Hébert's estate. Also in the same year, Champlain granted to Couil- 
lard lands bordering on the St. Charles River for the purpose of cultivation. 
By 1632 Couillard had nearly 20 acres under cultivation, and in 1639 he 
owned a flour mill. In 1643 he was making lime for the Hundred Asso- 


_ciates, and he became a leading citizen of the young colony. 


Guillaume Couillard became a large landowner in the colony. The 
Hundred Associates gave him and his two sons-in-law Jean Nicolet and 
Olivier Le Tardif a large tract of land in the future parish of L’Ange-Gar- 
dien. This land was later subdivided among members of his family in 1654, 
and starting in 1657 was further divided into concessions made to a number 
of habitants. who created the parish of L’Ange-Gardien. Couillard donated 
land for church purposes. In 1654 he was ennobled by the king “‘on ac- 
count of services rendered to the country of Canada.’” He died in Quebec. 
and was buried 5 Mar 1663, at age 72. A few years later, his widow donated 
to Bishop Laval the land on which the Seminary of Quebec was estab- 
lished. She lived until 1684. 


Hébert 


Louis Hébert (1575-1627) father-in-law of Guillaume Couillard, was 
an apothecary, and he became the first Canadian settler to support himself 
from the soil, as well as the first officer of justice in New France.'® He 
is in my ancestry not only through his daughter, Guillemette Hébert (1606- 
1684), wife of Guillaume Couillard (see Table [VB), but also through his 
son, Guillaume Hébert, who died prematurely in 1639, leaving a son and 
a daughter. 


Guillaume Hébert had married Hélene Desportes in Quebec on | Oct 
1634. After his death, she married Noél Morin, a wheelright by trade. 
on 9 Jan 1640, and I am also a descendant of this marriage through their 
daughter Agnes (1641-1687) and her husband Nicolas Gaudry (1620-1669), 
as indicated in Table VIIB. The background of the Gaudry family and its 
relationship to the Juchereau family has already been mentioned. Noél 
Morin (1616-1680) and Hélene Desportes (1620-1675) were among the 


18. His biography is given in the Dictionary of Canadian Biography and in the French 
Canadian and Acadian Genealogical Review (Vol. V, Nos. t-2, 1975). 
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pioneers of the parish of St-Thomas, now Montmagny, in the Seigneurie 
of the Riviére-du-Sud.'? On IS Nov 1653 Noél Morin acquired a fief in 
the Seigneurie of Riviere-du-Sud. This seigneurie was acquired by Louis 
Couillard, son of Guillaume Couillard, and grandson of Louis Hébert. The 
settlement of the seigneuric began about 1669, although the lands were not 
surveyed until 1674. The surveyor was Jean Guyon Du Buisson, Jr., a na- 
tive of Mortagne, Perche, and my ancestor. Both Noel Morin and his wife 
were buried at St-Thomas. 


The daughter of Guillaume Hébert, Francoise Hébert (1638-1716), 
and her husband, Guillaume Fournier (1619-1699), are my ancestors 
through 3 of my greatgrandparents. They are the ancestors of Marguerite 
Roy (Table III, generation 5), Flavie Bélanger (Table VIIA, generation 6), 
Jean-Guillaume Duperron-Lavertu (Table VIIA, generation 7), and Pierre 
(D)Allaire (Table VIIIB. generation 6). Guillaume Fournier, a Norman was 
in Quebec by 1651, when he married Francoise Hébert, and he became one 
of the founders and pioneers of the parish of St-Thomas of Montma- 
gny.-*" This couple had 14 children. 


Louis Hébert was born into a prosperous bourgeoisie family of Paris, 
the third of 4 children of Nicolas Hébert, apothecary, and Jacqueline Pajot. 
He was probably born in a house called the Mortier d'Or, the golden 
mortar, on the Rue Saint-Honoré, in Paris, where the family lived. The 
year was 1575, in the middle of a tumultuous period in French history 
known as the Religious Wars (1562-1593), a period which produced internal 
disorders and economic ruin to some, including Nicolas Hébert. At the 
time of her marriage to Nicolas Hébert in 1564, Jacqueline Pajot was alrea- 
dy twice widowed. Her second husband, Louis de Cueilly, had also been 
an apothecary, located on the Rue Saint-Honoré, doubtless a colleague, 
neighbor and friend of Nicolas Hébert. The apothecary profession had also 
been practised in her family by her uncle, Etienne Pajot. Her father, Simon 
Pajot, master tallow candle maker and Bourgeois of Paris, had died in 1562, 
and in 1564 his properties were partitioned among this heirs. Nicolas He- 
bert became executor of the estate upon the death of the widow of Simon 
Pajot in 1572. 

Simon Pajot was to have two grandchildren involved in the coloniza- 
tion of Canada. Louis Hébert was the second, the first being his cousin 
Claude Pajot, daughter of Isaac Pajot, and a niece of Jacqueline Pajot. 
Claude Pajot married into nobility and into history. Her husband was Jean 
de Biencourt. sieur de Poutrincourt, who was deeply involved in efforts to 
settle Acadia from 1604 to 1614. Then, during the civil strife in France 
which followed the assassination of King Henry IV in 1610, he died in bat- 
tle in 1615. It was Poutrincourt who first brought Louis Hébert to Acadia 
in 1606 and inspired in him the ambition to become a colonist in New 
France. an ambition which was finally satisfied in 1617 when he settled 
his family in Quebec. 


19. See Després, Histoire Des Seigneurs de la Riviére-du-Sud (1912), 
20. See Després, Histoire Des Seigneurs de la Riviére-Du-Sud (1912). 
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Meanwhile, Louis Hébert had a somewhat rocky childhood. In 1580 
there were epidemics in Paris, and his mother was probably struck down 
by one of them. His older sister, Charlotte, then about 15, probably as- 
sumed the role of second mother to the younger children until her marria- 
ge, in 1583, to Nicolas Maheut, a young bourgeois of Paris, a leather dres- 
ser by trade. At the marriage contract Nicolas Maheut was attended by his 
mother, Marie Auvry, widow of Jean Maheut. 


Soon afterwards. probably in 1584, Nicolas Hébert, widower, married 
the widow of Jean Maheut, and she came to live in the Mortier d'Or with 
her one remaining unmarried child, Pierre Maheut. who became a com- 
panion to Louis Hébert. Jacques Hébert, the older brother of Louis, went 
into a religious order in 1588. This left Louis with his younger sister Marie 
and step brother Pierre Maheut still at the Wortier d'Or. 


The period from 1589 to 1596 brought financial ruin to Nicolas He- 
bert. In 1588, the Holy League. opposed to the prospect of any protestant 
succession to the French crown. King Henry III being without an heir. 
took control of Paris. This was during a period known as the War of the 
Three Henrys. The protestants were led by Henry. King of Navarre, the 
first in line to the throne, and the catholics by Henry of Guise, who now 
took control of Paris, forcing King Henry III to flee the city. The King 
murdered Henri of Guise, then joined with Henry of Navarre in a siege 
of Paris, but the King himself was assassinated in 1589, and Henry of Na- 
varre became the rightful King Henry IV of France. Civil war continued, 
with Paris controlled by the catholic party. until in 1593 Henry adopted 
the catholic faith. and in the following year entered Paris. 


From 1589, the financial affairs of Nicolas Hébert went badly. He los: 
everything, even the Mortier d'Or. His second wife died also. In 1596, 
he was imprisoned for his debts, and he remained in prison for 2 years. 


Louis and Marie Hébert, with Pierre Maheut, went to live with their older 


sister Charlotte and her husband Nicolas Maheut. Their inheritance was 
not lost, however, as Nicolas Hébert, in 1595, rendered an account of their 
guardianship. They still owned a half interest in the Mortier d'Or and a 
country home inherited from their grandfather, Simon Pajot, at Saint- 
Mandé. They sold their interest in the Mfortier d'Or. Louis left his sister's 
house when at 25, he attained the age of majority. In the acts, from 1600, 
he describes himself as merchant apothecary. grocer and Bourgeois of Pa- 
ris. By then, his father was dead. After coming out of prison, Nicolas 
Hébert established himself in the new quarter of St-Germain-des-Prés with 
his third wife, Renée Savoreau, and he died in 1600 without will nor in- 
ventory. 


About 1602, living in the quarter of St-Germain-des-Prés, Louis Hé- 
bert married Marie Rollet, and the yound couple purchased a house in 
the Rue de la Petite-Seine in the same quarter of Paris. Louis Hébert 
never did obtain his registration as master apothecary, probably because 
events were soon to lead him in the direction of the New World. In 1603, 
King Henry IV issued a commission to Pierre Du Gua de Monts as his 
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lieutenant-general with authority over the Atlantic coast between the 40th 
and 46th parallel. This would include the region later known as New Eng- 
land and Acadia as well as the St. Lawrence River from Quebec upriver. 
none of which was then inhabited by Europeans. A merchant company was 
formed with headquarters at Rouen. In 1604 a fleet set sail for Acadia, and 
it included as a passenger Jean de Biencourt de Poutrincourt. 


Poutrincourt came to admire a place which soon became known as 
Port-Royal. He asked for and received this larid as a grant on condition 
that he colonize the land. He then returned to France with a cargo of furs. 
Meanwhile a little colony was established on an island that was named 
Ste-Croix. After a disastrous winter, in 1605 the colony was moved to 
Port-Royal. In 1606 Poutrincourt returned to Acadia as Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor to take command of the settlement at Port-Royal. He brought with him 
a number of workmen under an indenture of 20 Mar 1606 for one year. 
There were 6 masons, a tinker. a locksmith and an apothecary, the latter 
being Louis Hébert. Poutrincourt devoted his energies to strengthening the 
settlement at Port-Royal, erecting buildings. including a grist mill, and 
clearing fields and planting crops. However, in 1607 the privilege of exclu- 
sive trading which de Monts had obtained in 1603 was revoked, and the 
colony had to be abandoned. 


Ironically, the English were beginning to settle the North American 
continent just as the French were forced to abandon it for lack of support. 
Jamestown was founded in 1607, and the only Europeans who spent the 
winter of 1607-1608 in North America north of Florida were English. In 
1608, however, Champlain convinced de Monts to return to Canada and 
to found a settlement on the St. Lawrence River. Champlain became his 
lieutenant in the country of New France, and during the winter of 1608- 
1609 the French of Quebec joined the English of Virginia on the North 
American continent. : 


Meanwhile, de Monts left to Poutrincourt the task of developing his 
concession at Port-Royal in Acadia. It wasn't until 1610 that Poutrincourt 
was able to return to Acadia. Again, he was accompanied by Louis Hé- 
bert, who, as apothecary, treated both French and Indian patients. Unfor- 
tunately, in 1610 King Henry IV was assassinated, and France came under 
the regency of the Queen Mother, Marie de Medicis, during the minority 
of King Louis XIII. Internal dissensions and financial problems plagued 
Poutrincourt. and in 1613 the Virginians, under Captain Argall, razed all 
French settlements in Acadia. Louis Hébert returned to France. 


During the winter of 1616-1617. Louis Hébert renewed acquaintance 
with Champlain, who was in Paris to launch a campaign to turn the 
Quebec trading post into a true colony. The timing was not propitious. 
The Prince of Condé, then the Viceroy of New France, the second in the 
order of succession to the throne of France, was leader of a league of prin- 
ces and others in opposition to the Queen Regent. He was arrested and 
imprisoned, not to be released until 1619. With the encouragement of 
Champlain, Hébert decided to emigrate with his wife and 3 children to 
Quebec. He entered into a two year contract with the fur trading company 
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for his services as apothecary, and he and his family emigrated to Quebec 
in 1617. Upon his arrival, he found there was only one huge building in 
Quebec, serving as store, fort, lodging, and he therefore cleared a piece of 
land on the slope above Quebec and built there a solid house of stone, the 
first private home in Quebec. Notwithstanding restrictions placed upon him 
by the Company, Hébert succeeded in clearing and planting some land. 
Champlain noted in 1618 cultivated land filled with fine grain and gardens 
containing a variety of vegetables. 


During the winter of 1617-1618, Champlain advanced a program of co- 
lonization for New France, but he was opposed by the fur trading com- 
pany, which endeavored to undermine the position of Champlain as lieute- 
nant to the Ficeroy. A new Viceroy. Henry of Montmorency, replaced the 
Prince of Condé, and Champlain was confirmed in his position. In 1620, 
Champlain gave Louis Hébert responsibility for the administration of 
justice by appointing him king's attorney. In 1623 Hébert received title to 
his land in upper Quebec; this land became known as the fef Sault-au- 
Matelot. In 1626 he received another grand of land, known as the fief St- 
Joseph, along the St. Charles River. Both titles were held en Fief noble, 
which means these lands were seigneuries, and Hébert became the first 
setgneur of the country. Louis Hébert died from a fall on the ice, in Jan 
1627, at about age 51. The Dictionary of Canadian Biography states: 


“Hebert had achieved his cherished ambition: he had brought 
under his control enough of the wild land of the New 
World to support himself and his family in independence. The 
meadows along the St Charles afforded pasture for cattle; and 
an orchard planted with apple trees brought from Normandy. 
All this had been achieved in spite of the company’s opposition. 
Moreover, it had been accomplished with hand tools only, not 
even a plough.” 


5. The Emergence of New France 
as a colony 


In 1627, there was a new direction given to French colonial policy 
by Richelieu, first minister to King Louis XIII since 1624. He adopted 
the principles of mercantilism, under which colonies supplied the mother 
country with raw materials and imported manufactured goods from the 
mother country. This was precisely the plea of Champlain in 1618, and 
others as well added their weight in favor of the establishment of a strong 
French colony in North America. A new company known as the Hundred 
Associates was formed in 1627, with headquarters in Paris, and with title 
to an immense territory, comprising all of North America north of Florida 
and also with a monopoly of all trade in New France for 15 years, with 
the exception of the fisheries. Over the same 15 year period, the Hundred 
Associates was obligated to settle 4,000 colonists in New France, and to 
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the uppoer levels of civil, judicial or military administration. The New 
France that was intended would be based upon commerce and crafts, and it 
would be French and catholic. 


One can only speculate whether or not the plans of Richelieu were 
inherently unsound. Events certainly intervened to frustrate Richelieu 
with regard to his plans to colonize New France, even as his policies were 
successful within France and in Europe. As to New France, his timing, 
at least, was wrong. England also claimed the North American continent, 
and Richelieu could only carry out his plans for New France in peace- 
time. Yet, it was precisely at this time, in 1627, that Richelieu initiated 
a series of events that resulted in warfare between France and England. As 
part of his program to develop a strong central government in France under 
the monarchy, he found it necessary to destroy the military power of the 
Huguenots. Their power was concentrated in La Rochelle, a walled city. 
and Richelieu decided to lay siege to La Rochelle. His goal was not to re- 
voke the Edict of Nantes, which King Henry IV had issued in 1598, in 
favor of religious toleration, but to reduce the political and military privi- 
leges of the Huguenots. As might be expected, the English went to the aid 
of the Hughenots in their defense of La Rochelle, but nevertheless La Ro- 
chelle surrendered in 1628. However. as King Louis XIII issued letters 
giving his blessing to the program of the Hundred Associates, outside the 
walls of La Rochelle, on 6 May 1628, England and France were at war. 


In 1628, under the initiative of Gervaise Kirke, a company of mer- 
chants in London, organized an expedition whose purpose was to drive the 
French out of Canada. The Hundred Associates also sent a fleet to Cana- 
da in 1628. On board one of the French ships was Robert Giffard, from 
Mortagne, Perche, employed by the Hundred Associates as surgeon. The 
English arrived on the St. Lawrence River first, and occupied the post at 
Tadoussac. They did not capture Quebec in 1628, but they did capture the 
French fleet heading for Quebec with some 400 colonists. Thus, the efforts 
of the Hundred Associates in 1628 were completely wiped out, but the 
French still held Canada. Disaster again struck the French in 1629. Another 
fleet organized by the Hundred Associates was captured by the English. 
This time the English forced the surrender of Quebec. Champlain and 
most of the French in Quebec were sent back to France. 


The operations of the English in 1629 were illegal, since they occurred 
after peace had been restored between France and England. Nevertheless, 
the Hundred Associates had lost a good deal of the capital it had available 
to it, and Canada was now occupied by the English. France only retained 
two small posts, one on Cape Breton and another on Cape Sable. Nego- 
tiations between France and England dragged on for 3 years. Finally, on 29 
Mar 1632, the treaty of St-Germain-en-Laye was signed, restoring Canada 
to France. But the Hundred Associates had to wait until 1633 before its 
trading privileges were restored, since Richelieu gave the fur trading mono- 
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Gunshot ruled 
self-inflicted 
‘ OCEAN SPRINGS —.Ronald 


-Hebert, 30, 163 Fort Bayou Apart- 
ments, apparently died of ‘a self- 


inflicted gunshot wound, acc rding to 
Assistant Chief A.R. Bakker.) 
Hebert was deadon arri at 


_Ocean Springs Hospita] about_4 p.m... 
Wednesday and a Jackson County 


February 4, 


RONALD HEBERT, 29, 163 Fort 
Bayou, Apartments, Ocean Springs. 
Arrangements tneomplete at 


Biloxi. 
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